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INTRODUCT ION :

Martin Luther King, President of the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference (SCLC), is recognized by the American

people generally as one of the foremost spokesmen for this i
country's 22,000,000 Negroes. Consequently, he enjoys a wide

public image as a moral leader of great stature and conviction.

In 1965, for instance, the year after he received the Nobel

Peace Prize, he was the sixth living man "most admired" by
Americans, according to the Gallup Poll,.

(Facts on File, 1966, p. 40) :

Clergymen of all faiths share this admiration of

King, as shown by the following quotations: ’ 3

", ..(He) has been the conscience of our people."

--The Reverend Francis B, Sayre, Jr., 1

| Dean of VWashington Cathedral,

March 31, 1968 ‘
(Evening Star, 4/1/68)

", ..He is one of the great men of our times...I
salute my btrother in Christ."”

--The Right Reverend Arthur Lichtenberger,
Presiding Bishop of the Protestant i
Episcopal Church, October, 19264 i

(WVashington Post, 10/15/64, p. A 17,
(100-106570-A)
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", . ,May the God of justice and love watch over him,
guide him according to the divine will and bring
his work to a successful conclusion.

--Richard Cardinal Cushing,
October, 1964
{Boston Traveler, 10/14/64, p. 36,
(100-106670-A)

"_ . .he is, first of all, a Christian, he is a worthy
spokesman for all of us who want the principles
of our Constitution and our citizenship honored in
every citizen, regardless of creed or color,

--The Most Reverend Paul J. Hallinan
Archbishop -of Atlanta, November, 1962
(The New Crusader, 11/17/62, p. 6,
(100-106670-A4)

", ..a man of God...

~-Rabbi Israel Margolies,
Beth Am, The People's Temple,
New Yorh City, April 22, 1967
(New York Tlmes, 4/23/67, p. 15,
(100~106670-A) .

", ,the Jewish community expresses its tribute to
a man who exemplifieS qualities of personal courage,

respon81ole leadership, and dedication to prophetic
ideals.

~~Rabbi Seymour J, Cohen,
President, Synogogue Council
of America, December 5, 19865
(New York Herald Tribune, 12/4/65,
p. 14, 100-106670=-A%)

\ Notwithstanding the esteem in which Kirg is held as
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King expressed imwhis regret that he could not spend any tlme
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‘0% the late W. E. B. DuBois, proninent Crusa

cder for civil

‘Tights

who joined the CPUSA at the age of 93.

Court Sealed

King did appear as the guest speaker at

~

celebration, which was held on February 23, 1988, at Carnegle
Hall, New York City. Jack O'Dell, the nanme frecuently used
by Eurter Fitts 0'D2ll, was listed as oze 0f *the spa2alers Jor
this affair, O'Dell is currently an asscciate editor of the
cormmunist-controlled "Freszdeomways."
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s aw J In 196U, at.which tice he was wo!!!ng as the assistant
to James Jacksonf then the Partﬁ's National Sec?etary for the
‘South, 0'Dell also began to work actively in support of King's
movement. Jackson stated in l;,I.ay, 1960, that O'Dell was then
iworklnd full time on a mass neeting in support of King to be
held in New York City on May 17, 1960, Jackson said that Stanley

Levison and Roy Beznonett were closely associated with O'Dell

in this project. Jackxson acdded that the CPUSA considasred this
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office in New YO®k City. Two Iiw.oy member3W Hazel Gray and
Loretta Pauker, worked in this office under O'D2ll at one
time or another.

0'Dell's Exposure

Court Sealed
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Court Sealed O'L2ll went to

Atlanta to worlk for the SCLC azd started to use the npame
g, B. 9'Dzll. Eowower, 0'Dzll's connmaciisps =iTh T8% BLLC gnd
bis cozzmurnist affiliations were erposzcd in several pewzrozer
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: ﬁorth and simply involved mﬁiling procedures. He also tried
to imply ignorance of any commuuist'affiliations on the part of
O'Dell and stated that O'Dell had temporarily resigned pending
an inquiry by SCLC into the matter,

0'Dell's "teméorary resignation" meant only that he
returned to New York City, where he continued to operate out

of the SCLC office, He remained there until July, 1963, when

‘ Court Sealed

T Aar 2. N | v
"Tondarful Suszestica”
.
\ A
In Fetruvary, 1964,

Court Sealed

+]
3
}.h
|

™y
'

rt

.g,tg
committee to defend a groupn of ijiegraticﬁwho =ape pader indigi-
o .
) S R
. - ~ re‘; .t;;';' OGN N

P




\‘ b.efore a Federal‘urand Jury, O'Deil furnib.ed King with a
draft of the proposed letter, which was then prepared in the

. Spring of 1964 for mass distribution on SCLC stationery over
King's signature,
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Bayard Rustin

Bayard Rustin is a former advisor to King and a one-

RugTina NE§r®

time assistant secretary of the SCLC, Rc:i?%&has publicly
P

adnitted affiliation with the communist movement in.the late
1930's, He publicly surnsorted various ceommunist causes and was
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